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Staff Report for Town Council 
 
Meeting Date: May 4, 2017 
 
Downtown Park Master Plan 
Purpose: The purpose of this work session is to obtain consensus for how to proceed with the planning for the 
Downtown Park  
 
Prepared by: Virginia Johnson, Town Clerk's Office 
 
Speaker:  Sarah Alexander, Transportation and Facilities 
      Ted Boyd, Downtown Development Manager 
      Paul Kuhn, Transportation and Facilities 
      Doug McRainey, Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources 
      Danna Widmar, Special Projects Director 
       
Executive Summary: Phase I of the Downtown Park and the Academy Streetscape improvements are complete 
and the Cary Regional Library and parking deck is at 65% design. In the FY 2017 budget, funding was 
approved to update the Downtown Park Master Plan, with the goal to create an aspirational park which 
integrates with future adjacent development. . To accomplish this goal, staff recommends hiring a nationally 
recognized design consultant with experience in assisting municipalities in programming and designing 
successful parks and public spaces.   
 
Recommendation: That Council direct staff to hire a national design firm to develop the master plan for an 
aspirational civic space in Downtown Cary that all Cary citizens will identify with and embrace as a community 
asset.  
 
 
Background: With the approval of the 2012 Community Bonds, a master plan for the 
Downtown Park was completed. As defined by the master plan, the Downtown Park was 
recommended to be a signature 7-acre park defined by South Academy Street, East Park 
Street and Walker Street along its eastern border. Phase I of the park was designated for a 
Town Square along Academy Street which included a central fountain, outdoor performance 
space, open lawn and side garden areas. With the Town Square approximately 1 acre in 
size, this left 6 acres remaining for a future phase of the park. The remaining items from the 
2013 Downtown Park Master Plan included, but was not limited to a regional BMP designed 
as a water feature for the park, walking trails and additional lawn areas.  
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http://www.townofcary.org/home/showdocument?id=14703


   
 
Adjacent to the southern edge of the future park will be the future Cary Regional Library and 
parking deck. During 2016, staff from both Wake County and the Town of Cary developed a 
conceptual plan for the library and adjacent parking deck. In September 2016, Council 
approved the concept for the library and parking deck, in addition to an art wall that will face 
the next phase of the park.  The library and parking deck site design plans are now 65% 
complete and are currently being reviewed by Town Staff; construction is expected to start in 
2018. 

 
Discussion: The purpose of this work session is to obtain consensus on the recommended 
process to move ahead with the update to the Downtown Park Master Plan.  Towards this 
end, an interdepartmental team of staff met to offer a broad perspective and provide input 
regarding how best to proceed in the future.  Staff met over a 6 week period to discuss ideas 
and research nationally-recognized parks. The interdepartmental team included staff from 
planning, police, transportation, facilities, finance, parks, technology services, water 
resources and administration. 
 
The team concluded that the Downtown Park, when completed, has the potential to be a 
defining civic space for the Town of Cary.  To achieve this goal, the planning process must 
thoughtfully consider the relationship between the park elements and the surrounding 
development (both existing and future).  Consideration of this inter-relationship between 
public and private spaces will help the related development proceed in a way that ensures 
the success of both.   
 
Staff recommends a nationally-recognized firm be selected to oversee the planning of the 
update to the Downtown Park Master Plan.  Staff researched several design firms who have 
created award-winning parks and public spaces in cities across the United States.  All of 
these design firms are being considered because their repeated success and commitment 
shared design goals, including: 
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May 11, 2017 
Page 5 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Lori Bush, At-Large Representative 
SECONDER: Jennifer Robinson, District A Representative 
AYES: George, Weinbrecht, Smith, Robinson, Frantz, Bush, Yerha 

7. CLOSED SESSION 
At 7:39 p.m., Bush moved to hold a closed session for the following reason. George provide the 
second. 
 
Pursuant to G.S.. 143-318.11(a)(3) and (4), I move that we hold a closed session to: 1. Discuss 
matters relating to the location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the town, including 
agreement on a tentative list of economic development incentives that may be offered by town in 
negotiations. 2. Consult with attorneys employed by and/or retained by the town in order to preserve 
the attorney-client privilege between the attorneys and the town. Among other things, the council 
expects to receive advice concerning the following lawsuit(s): Michael Peacock v. Town of Cary, et al. 
3. To prevent the disclosure of information that is made privileged or confidential by G.S. 143-
318.10(e). 

RESULT: MOVED TO START CLOSED SESSION [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Lori Bush, At-Large Representative 
SECONDER: Ken George, District D Representative 
AYES: George, Weinbrecht, Smith, Robinson, Frantz, Bush, Yerha 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

RESULT: ADJOURNED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Jack Smith, District C Representative 
SECONDER: Lori Bush, At-Large Representative 
AYES: George, Weinbrecht, Smith, Robinson, Frantz, Bush, Yerha 
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Speaker: Mayor Weinbrecht 
 
History: 
05/11/17  Town Council    
Weinbrecht presented the proclamation recognizing May 2017 as "Building Safety Month" in the Town of Cary 
to Inspections and Permits Director Ken Hawley. Hawley provided remarks and introduced three people who 
currently worked through the permits system with success. Also he introduced Senior Code Inspector Kenneth 
Caudle. 
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April 27, 2017 
Page 7 

RESULT: TABLED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Jack Smith, District C Representative 
SECONDER: Don Frantz, District B Representative 
AYES: George, Smith, Robinson, Frantz, Bush, Yerha 
ABSENT: Weinbrecht 

6. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
No discussion items. 

7. CLOSED SESSION 
No closed session. 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:06 p.m. 

RESULT: ADJOURNED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Don Frantz, District B Representative 
SECONDER: Jack Smith, District C Representative 
AYES: George, Smith, Robinson, Frantz, Bush, Yerha 
ABSENT: Weinbrecht 
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___________________________ 
Lori Bush, Town Council Member At-Large 
 
Attest: 
 
___________________________ 
Virginia Johnson, Town Clerk 
History: 
04/27/17  Town Council    
Council Member Bush presented the Earth Day proclamation to staff. She recognized the civic 
groups in attendance who partner with the Town to keep Cary green. Sustainability Analyst Shuchi 
Gupta accepted the proclamation and provided remarks about the sustainability activities 
throughout the Town. 
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April 13, 2017 
Page 5 

Downtown Park, is the fountain. People who are visiting the fountain are throwing 
coins into it and the council does have the authority to designate where the coins go 
after they are collected. He also recommend communication to citizens about where 
the coins go. Stegall suggested the funds go to the Relief for Recreation program. 
Multiple members agreed this program is the appropriate place for these funds. 
 
Motion: To appropriate the funds from the fountain coins to the Relief for Recreation 
Program and ask staff to communicate this initiative with our citizens. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ed Yerha, Mayor Pro Tem - At-Large Representative 
SECONDER: Don Frantz, District B Representative 
AYES: George, Weinbrecht, Smith, Robinson, Frantz, Yerha 
ABSENT: Bush 

7. CLOSED SESSION 
No closed session was held. 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m. 

RESULT: ADJOURNED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Jack Smith, District C Representative 
SECONDER: Ken George, District D Representative 
AYES: George, Weinbrecht, Smith, Robinson, Frantz, Yerha 
ABSENT: Bush 
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http://www.wakegov.com/planning/growth/Pages/swiftcreeklmp.aspx
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Map Information:
Swift Creek Land Management Plan

Land Use Scenario (Map D)

LegendLegend

Land Use Types

EXISTING URBAN
COMPLIANCE

EXISTING URBAN
NON-COMPLIANCE

Watershed Critical Area

Major Roads
Minor Road

Lakes

50 ft. Buffer

100 ft. Buffer

Swift Creek LMP
Boundary

NEW SUBURBAN

NEW URBAN

OPEN SPACE

RURAL

VEGETATION

Map Location: Y:\PMFs\SwiftCreekLMP\swiftcreek_A-size_PMF.mxd
Map copy in same directory: swiftcreek_A-size_PMF.pdf

Created by Aaron Drake
Wake County Planning Department

Printed at 09:34:25 AM on Feb 27, 2004
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